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The Archaeological Institute of America is 
passionate about its commitment to:

Preserving, protecting, and interpreting 
the precious record of the human past by 

employing the highest ethical, professional, 
and intellectual standards;

Exploring and understanding the dynamics 
of past human cultures and environments 

through the material record;

Strengthening support for the work of 
practicing archaeologists and the sharing of 

their findings;

Seeking an ever richer understanding of the 
human past through the integration of multi-

disciplinary perspectives;

Embracing a collaborative and inclusive 
view of world archaeology that recognizes 
the interests of practicing archaeologists, 

avocational members, and generally curious 
minds;

Inspiring audiences to engage in learning 
more about the past to better understand 

the present, and in support of a more 
informed future.

Exploration, Knowledge, Analysis, Interpretation
Archaeologists investigate the material record of 
past human cultures, analyze the processes that 
formed them in order to reconstruct past human 
activities and environments, and interpret their 
findings to help us understand the present.

Professional Expertise, Ethics, Accountability
The AIA expects that archaeologists should 
commit to the highest standards of ethics and 
professionalism, and deploy their expertise with 
integrity in the service of understanding the 
human past. Archaeologists are responsible for 
sharing their findings with other researchers and 
the public.

Connectivity, Engagement, Collaboration, 
Integration
Understanding our shared past brings the public 
and archaeologists together for the benefit of 
all. Archaeology is a collaborative enterprise that 
is strengthened by the engagement of multiple 
perspectives.  Insights from many disciplines 
ensure a comprehensive understanding of the 
human past.

Passion, Inspiration, Stewardship
Archaeologists and the public share a passion 
for exploring the past. Knowledge of the past 
informs and inspires people in the present. 
Responsible stewardship of archaeological 
heritage will ensure that it is preserved and 
interpreted for the common good.

Front cover photo from the Kephali, Sissi, Crete. Courtesy Gavin McGuire.  

The AIA promotes archaeological inquiry and public understanding of the material record of 
the human past to foster an appreciation of diverse cultures and our shared humanity. The 
AIA supports archaeologists, their research and its dissemination, and the ethical practice 

of archaeology. The AIA educates people of all ages about the significance of archaeological 
discovery and advocates for the preservation of the world’s archaeological heritage.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION OUR VALUES
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In my first year as President, I have sought to better serve 
the AIA’s constituencies by clarifying and reorganizing 
aspects of our governance, including the overhaul and 
updating of our Regulations.  We also began a review of the 
AIA headquarters technology infrastructure this past fiscal 
year. As a result, members will soon notice a significant 
change to the AIA’s website, which is being redesigned, and 
to our membership structure and software.  We continue to 
strengthen the AIA through activities that support our core 
mission, as highlighted in the report below.

Excavate
As a result of the renewal of the Cotsen Excavation Grants, 
Nicola Sharrat of Georgia State University and Astrid Van 
Oyen of Cornell University both received support for their 
research in FY17. We are deeply saddened by the loss of Mr. 
Lloyd E. Cotsen this past year. His love of archaeology and 
very generous support for the field enabled many advances 
in research. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Samuel H. Kress Foundation, 
two AIA members received grants critical for the publication 
of their archaeological research: Michelle Berenfeld, of Pitzer 
College, for Aphrodisias IX: The Triconch House; and Sanda 
Heinz, of the Oxford Centre for Maritime Archaeology, for 
The Statuettes and Amulets of Thonis-Heracleion. The three 
recipients of the Elizabeth Bartman Museum Internship 
were Elifgül Doğan, of Koç University in Istanbul; Rachel 
Vykukal, of the University of Tennessee at Knoxville; 
and Katherine Burge, of the University of Pennsylvania. 
The winner of the first ever Richard C. MacDonald Iliad 
Endowment for Archaeological Research Grant was 
Göksel Sazcı, Associate Professor in Archaeology at the 
Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Turkey and director of 
archaeological research at the site of Maydos-Kilistepe. 
Sazcı will use the MacDonald grant to continue excavations 
at the site, prepare a detailed topographic map of the site, 
and initiate an archaeobotanical research program that will 
examine if environmental factors were one of the factors 
that led to a decline in Troy and the region.

The first recipient of the Julie Herzig Desnick Endowment 
Fund for Archaeological Field Surveys is Sarah Craft, 
Postdoctoral Fellow in Classics at Florida State University 
and co-director of the Timok Regional Archaeological 
Project in Serbia. Craft’s research will explore the landscape 
and environment around the Roman imperial palace at 
Felix Romuliana (modern Gamzigrad). João Cascalheira, 
Postdoctoral Researcher at the Interdisciplinary Center for 
Archaeology and Evolution of Human Behavior, University 
of Algarve, Portugal, is the first recipient of the Ellen and 
Charles Steinmetz Endowment Fund for Archaeology. 
Cascalheira’s research focuses on the development of 
stone-tipped weapons during the Upper Paleolithic in 
southwestern Europe. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Educate
The AIA’s Societies are its means of reaching communities 
across the U.S., in Canada, and beyond. In FY17, the AIA had 
110 Societies and over 6,400 members. Their educational 
programming includes archaeology fairs, speakers, events, 
and more. The National Lecture Program, as ever, offered 
opportunities for Societies and the general public to learn 
about the latest archaeological discoveries. This past year, 
there were 215 lectures given by 98 lecturers to an average 
audience size of 87.

Advocate
In March, I issued a statement of support for the 
National Endowment for the Humanities and the National 
Endowment for the Arts in the FY18 federal budget. Cuts 
to that budget could also adversely affect the American 
Overseas Research Centers. In addition, the AIA supported 
the American Schools of Oriental Research’s statement 
expressing concerns about U.S. Executive Order “Protecting 
the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United 
States” issued on January 27, 2017.

Philanthropy
The AIA Annual Fund ended the year with a total of $336,743. 
Many thanks to all those who made gifts this past year. The 
AIA organized two events to raise funds last spring. On the 
evening of April 4, 2017 at the Cosmopolitan Club in New 
York City, Dr. Irving Finkel of the British Museum captivated 
his audience as he spoke on the topic of Babylonian Devils, 
Demons, and Ghosts. The AIA is grateful to Dr. Finkel 
and to Honorary President Dr. Elizabeth Bartman for the 
space at the Cosmopolitan Club. The AIA also wishes to 
thank Trustee Bruce Campbell, premier event sponsor at 
Discovery Communications, and all those who purchased 
tickets or made contributions in support of the event. On 
May 17 at the Grolier Club in New York City, the AIA held 
an event featuring talks by Dr. James P. Delgado and Dr. 
John Hale. The speakers shared their own fascinating work 
in underwater archaeology and then entertained questions 
from the audience. The event was preceded and followed 
by receptions in the Grolier Club’s Rare Book Room. The AIA 
wishes to thank sponsors Brian Heidtke, Bruce Campbell, 
Discovery Communications, and all those who attended the 
event.

None of the AIA’s achievements would be possible without 
the time and efforts of our staff, under the leadership of 
Executive Director Ann Benbow. The staff deserve much 
credit for implementing  an unanticipated, but ultimately 
highly successful move of the Boston office.  It is a pleasure 
to work with Ann and the other dedicated staff in Boston 
and New York, and it is my honor to serve you as President 
of the AIA.

JODI MAGNESS
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Programs
On January 7, 2017, the AIA held its Third Annual Conference 
for Heritage Educators at the Toronto Annual Meeting. The 
goal of this meeting was to provide a forum for heritage 
educators to share experiences, resources and challenges. 
International Archaeology Day (IAD), held on Oct. 15, 2016, 
was larger than ever this year with 700 events on four 
continents and over 200,000 participants. The global event 
was sponsored once more by the U.S. National Park Service. 
In celebration of IAD, on Oct. 14 and 15, the Archaeological 
Institute of America and the Museum of Science (MOS) 
celebrated the 10th Annual AIA-MOS Archaeology Fair.

Government Affairs
On the evening of October 13, 2016, the AIA held its first 
Champions of Cultural Heritage benefit at the Metropolitan 
Club in Washington, DC. The event, chaired by AIA Trustee 
Deborah Lehr, celebrated the invaluable efforts of the 
Honorable Evan Ryan, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, and Representative 
Eliot Engel (D-NY) to protect the world’s cultural heritage. 
Speakers for the evening were Andrew Moore, AIA President; 
Deborah Lehr; Laetitia La Follette, AIA Vice President for 
Cultural Heritage; Faryar Shirzad, Office of Government 
Affairs, Goldman Sachs; and Sarah Parcak, AIA Trustee and 
winner of the 2016 TED Prize. Event supporters included 
Deborah Lehr and John Rogers; Goldman Sachs; The Lux 
Foundation; Ackert Family Foundation; The Wilczynski 
Foundation; Dig-It! Games; Discovery Communications; 
Patrice Angle; and the many friends of the AIA. 

The AIA would not be the exciting organization it is without 
its steadfast members, leaders, donors and professional 
staff members. My deepest thanks to all for their stalwart 
support. 

The AIA continued to grow and thrive in Fiscal Year 2016. 
One major challenge, which occurred in the latter part of 
the year, was the headquarters office relocation to Boston’s 
Beacon Hill neighborhood. The new address for the Boston 
office is 44 Beacon Street, 2nd floor, Boston, MA 02108. 

Publications
ARCHAEOLOGY magazine continues its long-lived success 
as the leading archaeological magazine for the general 
public. With a subscriber base of 220,000, ARCHAEOLOGY 
communicates the importance and excitement of the 
archaeological enterprise to a worldwide audience. The 
American Journal of Archaeology launched a timeline 
slideshow, which showcases the journal’s history from 1885 
to the present. The slideshow allows readers to browse 
through the carefully selected snapshots as they learn about 
this top-tier publication. The slideshow has a permanent 
page on AJA Online under the “About” tab in the top menu. 
The AIA continues to reach out to its constituencies through 
the monthly e-newsletter for professional archaeologists 
and the bi-monthly eUpdate for the wider membership. The 
third in the Selected Papers in Ancient Art and Architecture 
(SPAAA) series, edited by Dr. Megan Cifarelli and Dr. Laura 
Gawlinski was published in January 2017.

Annual Meeting
The 118th Annual Meeting, held in Toronto, ON, Canada 
from January 5–8, 2017 welcomed Dr. James P. Delgado as 
its Opening Night Lecturer. Events included the Presidential 
Plenary, the meeting of the AIA Council, the annual Awards 
Ceremony, and many academic sessions on the most 
recent archaeological discoveries, research findings, and 
use of technologies. Attendance at the meeting was 2,175. 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ANN BENBOW
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Graduate Student Paper Award (2016 Annual Meeting)
Recent Discoveries from a Mechanized Coring Survey of 
Rome’s Forum Boarium by Andrea Brock, University of 
Michigan

Breaking the Silence: Philomela in the Athenian World of 
Images by Danielle Smotherman Bennett, Bryn Mawr 
College

Best Poster
The Dolia of Regio I, Insula 22: Evidence for the Production and 
Repair of Dolia by Caroline Cheung, University of California, 
Berkeley, and Gina Tibbott, Temple University

Runner Up
iGraffiti: Digital Recording of Ancient Graffiti from 
Herculaneum, Italy by Jacqueline F. DiBiasie Sammons, 
Sewanee: The University of the South, and Holly M. 
Sypniewski, Millsaps College

Best Poster Designed Entirely by Students
Further Research on the Roman Republican Cult-Place 
Under Sant’Omobono by Daniel P. Diffendale, University of 
Michigan

Gold Medal Award for Distinguished  
Archaeological Achievement
John R. Clarke, University of Texas at Austin

Pomerance Award for Scientific Contributions  
to Archaeology
Curtis W. Marean, Arizona State University

Martha and Artemis Joukowsky Distinguished  
Service Award
Barbara Tsakirgis, Vanderbilt University

Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award
Bonna Wescoat, Emory University

Felicia A. Holton Book Award
Bog Bodies Uncovered–Solving Europe’s Ancient Mystery by 
Miranda Aldhouse-Green, Cardiff University

James R. Wiseman Book Award
Art and Empire: The Roman Frescoes and Imperial Cult 
Chamber in Luxor Temple edited by Michael Jones, 
American Research Center in Egypt, and Susan McFadden, 
Fordham University

Outstanding Public Service Award
Jessica S. Johnson, Museum Conservation Institute

Outstanding Work in Digital Archaeology
Pleiades (pleiades.stoa.org)

ANNUAL MEETING

From left: Barbara Tsakirgis, Bonna Wescoat, John R. Clarke, Tom Elliott (Pleiades)

The AIA is proud to recognize outstanding archaeological achievement in several areas with its awards at each 
Annual Meeting. We congratulate all the winners for their exceptional accomplishments. 
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Cotsen Excavation Grants
Thanks to the generosity of Mr. Lloyd E. Cotsen, two grants 
of $25,000 were awarded to two AIA members to fund 
excavations. One grant was for a first-time project director 
and the second was for a project already in progress.

The AIA awarded the Cotsen Excavation Grant for first-time 
project directors to Jessica L. Munson, Assistant Professor 
of Latin American Archaeology at Lycoming College in 
Pennsylvania and Director of the Altar de Sacrificios 
Archaeological Project (ALSAP) in Guatemala. 

The Cotsen Excavation Grant for ongoing projects was 
awarded to D. Alexander Walthall, Assistant Professor of 
Greek and Roman Archaeology at the University of Texas 
at Austin and Director of the American Excavations at 
Morgantina: Contrada Agnese Project (AEM: CAP).

Elizabeth Bartman Museum Internship
Assists graduate students or those who have recently 
completed a Masters’ degree in Archaeology or a related 
field with the expenses associated with participating in a 
museum internship either in the United States or abroad. 

Katherine Burge, Ph.D. candidate in Art and Archaeology of 
the Mediterranean World at the University of Pennsylvania 
received an award for an internship at the Penn Museum. 

Elifgül Doğan, M.A. candidate in Cultural Heritage 
Management and Museum Studies at Koç University in 
Istanbul, Turkey received an award for an internship at the 
UCL Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology in London.

Rachel Vykukal, Ph.D. candidate in Anthropology at the 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville, received an award to 
assist for an internship at the Agora Records Department of 
the American School of Classical Studies in Athens, Greece. 

Harriet and Leon Pomerance Fellowship
Aikaterini Psimogiannou, University of Illinois at Chicago: 
Mortuary Practices, Ceremonial Feasting and Social 
Transformation at the Dawn of the Bronze Age on the Greek 
Mainland

The Archaeology of Portugal Fellowship
Christopher Motz, University of Cincinnati: Knowledge 
Networks and Workshop Construction in Roman Portugal 

John R. Coleman Traveling Fellowship
Taylor Zaneri, New York University: Rural Production, 
Peasant Participation, and State Power: The Reshaping of 
Medieval Italy

RESEARCH & EXCAVATION GRANTS
Each year the AIA awards more than $100,000 in 
grants and fellowships to scholars and projects all 
over the world. AIA grants and fellowships are made 
possible by the generous support of AIA members and 
donors. 

Olivia James Traveling Fellowship
Benjamin Crowther, University of Texas at Austin: Life 
on the Streets: Architecture and Community along the 
Colonnaded Avenues of the Roman Empire (1st-4th c. CE)

AIA/DAI Exchange Fellowships
Mont Allen, Southern Illinois University, for study at the DAI 
in Berlin:  The Death of Myth on Roman Sarcophagi

Stephennie Mulder, University of Texas at Austin, for study 
at the DAI in Berlin: The Ceramics of Balis: Towards the 
Recovery of Lost Heritage

Katja Piesker, DAI, for study at the University of Cincinnati: 
Walls Within the City? A Secondary Set of Walls in Side, 
Pamphylia, as a Key to Urban Development of Cities in Asia 
Minor

Jane C. Waldbaum Field School Scholarship
Blair Betik,  Southern Methodist University

Shyiesha Carson, University of West Florida

Jonas Chang, Truman State University

Amanda Chen, University of Maryland, College Park

Donavon Cooper, Mississippi State University

Brandi Delp, Western Carolina University

Philippe Depairon, University of Montreal

Roger Foster, University of Texas at Tyler

Nathan Katkin, Columbia University

Flora Kirk, University of Maryland, Baltimore County

Yusi (Katie) Liu, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Kevin McKain, Temple University

Rodrigo Moscoso, University of California, Berkeley

Novella Nicchitta, University of Victoria

Nicole Oster, University of Georgia

Eleni Pitses, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Alexis Ruark, Drew University

Claire Seidler, New York University

Aimee Weber, University of Arizona



JULIE HERZIG DESNICK ENDOWMENT FUND FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD SURVEYS
Sarah Craft, Postdoctoral Fellow in Classics at Florida State University

Sarah Craft, co-director of the Timok Regional Archaeological Project (TRAP) in Serbia, 
will explore the landscape and environment around the Roman imperial palace at Felix 
Romuliana (modern Gamzigrad). The palace, designated as a UNESCO World Heritage 
site in 2007, was built by the Roman emperor Galerius in the 4th century CE, and has 
been the focus of archaeological and historical research for over fi fty years. Through a 
combination of remote sensing, archaeological site survey, and excavations, Craft will 
examine the social and economic impact of the palace, its construction, and occupation 
on the region and the local population. The TRAP project intends to recreate the ancient 
landscape, identify the network of roads that connected the palace to the rest of the 
Roman empire, locate the mines and quarries that would have provided economic 
resources for the emperor, and track the changes in human settlement patterns from 
the earliest human occupation in the region to the present day.

Thanks to generous donors, the AIA announced three new grant programs in 2017: the Julie Herzig Desnick Endowment 
Fund for Archaeological Field Surveys, which enables archaeologists to start archaeological survey projects using fi eld 
survey or remote sensing methods; the Ellen and Charles Steinmetz Endowment Fund for Archaeology, which supports 
innovative technology applications in archaeological research; and the Kathleen and David Boochever Endowment Fund 
for Fieldwork and Scientifi c Analyses, intended to defray the start-up costs of new projects and new technologies in 
fi eld and laboratory research. The AIA also awarded the fi rst grant from the Richard C. Macdonald Iliad Endowment for 
Archaeological Research Endowment.

NEW GRANTS

ELLEN AND CHARLES STEINMETZ ENDOWMENT FUND FOR ARCHAEOLOGY
João Cascalheira, Postdoctoral Researcher at the Interdisciplinary Center for 
Archaeology and Evolution of Human Behavior, University of Algarve, Portugal

Cascalheira’s research focuses on the development of stone-tipped weapons during 
the Upper Paleolithic in southwestern Europe. Long-range weapons were an important 
factor in the spread of modern humans from Africa into western Eurasia. These 
weapons have typically been classifi ed on the basis of form, function, and use-wear 
analysis, but studies have not explained why changes were made or to what benefi t. 
Cascalheira will create a comprehensive database of 3D scans of Upper Paleolithic 
stone points, and use 3D models to perform computational fluid dynamics for flight 
analysis. This will allow Cascalheira to construct a specifi c ballistic profi le for each type 
of stone projectile, and assess the benefi ts and drawbacks of each type as a hunting 
weapon. The analysis will provide insight into why particular designs and technologies 
were chosen over others, and illustrate how changes were made over time.

RICHARD C. MACDONALD ILIAD ENDOWMENT FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH
Göksel Sazcı, Associate Professor in Archaeology at the Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart 
University, Turkey

The fi rst recipient of the grant is Göksel Sazcı, director of archaeological research at the 
site of Maydos-Kilistepe. Maydos is a large settlement located on northern shore of the 
Hellespont. The archaeological material from Maydos closely resembles the material 
uncovered at Troy but is better preserved. Sazcı believes that his research will allow 
us to better understand the transition from the Early to Middle Bronze Age—a period 
that is not as well represented at Troy—and answer unresolved questions about the 
region. Sazcı will use the MacDonald grant to continue excavations at Maydos, prepare 
a detailed topographic map of the site, and initiate an archaeobotanical research 
program that will evaluate the role of environmental changes in the decline of Troy and 
the region.
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Archaeology Magazine
ARCHAEOLOGY magazine readership has continued to 
perform well, outpacing the broader magazine market, 
with a subscriber base of 200,000 readers.

American Journal of Archaeology
The AJA continues to expand its open access content, and 
this year launched a new monthly web listing of current and 
upcoming museum exhibitions.

Selected Papers in Ancient Art and Architecture (SPAAA)
This series, published with the support of the Samuel 
H. Kress Foundation, presents a spectrum of current 
research on ancient surface decoration and offers new 
avenues of exploration and opportunities for cross-cultural 
comparisons. The third volume, What Shall I Say of Clothes? 
Theoretical and Methodological Approaches to the Study 
of Dress in Antiquity, edited by Megan Cifarelli and Laura 
Gawlinski, was released in 2017. 

Samuel H. Kress Grants for Research and Publication 
in Classical Art and Architecture
This fund assists scholars in preparing and publishing the 
results of their research on Classical art and architecture. 
Three publications received subventions in 2017:

Morgantina Studies Series: The Hellenistic Houses (provisional 
title) by Barbara Tsakirgis, Princeton University Press. The 
Kress Grant will be used to fund an editorial assistant to 
examine and compile the author’s primary materials, as 
well as support work by an architect on new axonometric 
renderings of the houses. Funds from the AIA’s von Bothmer 
Fund have also been awarded to complete the publication.

Aphrodisias IX: The Triconch House by Michelle L. Berenfeld 
of Pitzer College, published by Ludwig Reichert Verlag. 
The Kress Grant will assist in the printing of photographs 
and illustrations, and fees for a professional indexer and a 
translator for a Turkish-language summary (özet).

The Statuettes and Amulets of Thonis-Heracleion by Sanda 
Heinz, published by the Oxford Centre for Maritime 
Archaeology. The Kress grant will be used as funding for the 
editing stage for the last two chapters.

PUBLICATIONS

The AIA Publication Subvention Program
This program offers subventions from the AIA’s von 
Bothmer Fund in support of new book-length publications 
in the field of classical archaeology. In 2017, the program 
provided grants for: 

Excavations at Nemea IV: The Shrine of Opheltes by Jorge 
Bravo, III of University of Maryland, published by the 
University of California Press. The Subvention will be used 
to offset general production costs, including its extensive 
image program and special design elements.

Excavation and Study of the Garden of the Great Peristyle of 
the Villa Arianna at Stabiae, 2007-2012 by Thomas Howe, 
published by the Societa Internazionale di Amici di Pompei. 
The subvention will be used towards costs of impagination, 
graphic design and printing.

Agricultural Sustainability and Environmental Change at Ancient 
Gordion: Gordion Special Studies 8 by John Marston of Boston 
University, published by the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum. The Subvention will be used to include an eight-
page color signature in the volume.

The AIA publishes both archaeology magazine 
and the American Journal of Archaeology. The AIA 
also funds publication, and research leading to 
publication, through the Publication Subvention 
Program and the Samuel H. Kress Grants for 
Research and Publication in Classical Art and 
Architecture. 
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SOCIETIES

2017 Membership
AIA members include both professional archaeologists and 
avocational archaeology enthusiasts. At the end of FY17, 
the AIA had 6,464 Society-level members, including 1,248 
students and 399 Lifetime Members.

Society Awards
The AIA recognizes Local Society achievements with 
awards for exceptional websites, flyers, events, growth, and 
service. In 2017, the Best Society Website Award was given 
to the Toronto Society and the Society Poster/Flyer Prize 
was awarded to the North Alabama (Huntsville) Society. The 
Golden Trowel Award for membership growth was awarded 
to the Oxford (Ohio) Society. The 2017 Foot Soldier Award 
was presented to Jesse and Naomi Taub of the Long Island 
Society for their many years of service to the Society.

National Lecture Program
During the 121st year of the AIA’s Lecture Program, 98 top 
scholars gave 215 free public lectures at AIA Societies 
on recent archaeological research and discoveries. 87 
people attended each lecture on average. Funding for the 
Lecture Program is provided in part by the Samuel H. Kress 
Foundation and more than 100 endowed lectures.

Local Society Outreach Grants
This program gives grants to AIA Local Societies to fund 
events like lectures, classroom visits, and archaeology fairs. 
To date, the AIA has provided more than $120,000 in Local 
Society Outreach Grants. In the spring of 2017, the AIA 
awarded four grants:

Central Arizona: Fall Forum in Classics
Central Arizona Society received funding for their Fall 
Forum in Classics event at Arizona State University. The 
forum brought to campus over 200 local middle and high 
school students for a day full of games, lectures, and arts-
and-crafts with a Classical theme.

Central Carolinas: Exploring the Past Coloring Book
The Central Carolinas Society worked with the Exploring 
Joara Foundation to develop an educational coloring book 
that will be used at several local outreach events. The book 
highlights the history and the discoveries at Joara, a local 
site and Native American town that was later settled by 
Spanish Explorers, forty years before Jamestown in Virginia. 
The coloring book features maps, artifacts, and illustrations 
of Native and Spanish culture at the site.

Dallas: Dig, Explore, Discover, Learn!
The Dallas Society planned their fi rst archaeology fair 
with hands-on activities including making replica ancient 
Greek coins, Near Eastern cylinder seals, a shoebox dig, an 
Egyptian mummy, and ancient papyrus paper. The Dallas 
Society provided the materials, and participants were able to 
take home both their creations and a better understanding 
of complex ancient cultures and peoples.

Cincinnati: Archaeology Fair
Locals from the greater Cincinnati area gathered to 
participate in around 20 exhibits and presentations at the 
Cincinnati Society’s sixth annual archaeology fair. With 
each exhibit featuring interactive elements in subjects such 
as pot-throwing, archaeological excavation techniques, 
ancient languages and myths, and local Cincinnati history, 
the goal was to encourage people of all ages to learn about 
archaeology and cultural opportunities in the area. For 
the 2017 fair, the society added tours of the Cincinnati Art 
Museum galleries led by University of Cincinnati graduate 
students.

The AIA-Rockford Society celebrated its 50th lecture season with 
cake at the Burpee Museum in Rockford, Illinois.

Local Societies are formed by AIA members to advance 
the Institute’s mission in their local communities, 
promote outreach and education, and support national 
programs like lectures and International Archaeology 
Day. Societies reflect the Institute’s unique character as 
an organization that welcomes both professionals and 
avocational members. 
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International Archaeology Day
International Archaeology Day (IAD) is an annual celebration 
of archaeology and the thrill of discovery observed each year 
on the third Saturday in October. Since the fi rst celebration 
in 2011, IAD has expanded rapidly and the numbers of 
events and participants have more than quadrupled in 
that time period. Last year, hundreds of organizations 
held over 900 events around the world. It is estimated that 
more than 200,000 people attended these programs. IAD 
is a collaborative effort and although the celebration is 
organized each year by the AIA, events are hosted by a wide 
array of institutions and groups around the world. In 2017, 
the U.S. National Park Service and Nationwide joined the 
AIA as offi cial IAD sponsors.

IAD’s objectives are to raise public awareness of archaeology 
and archaeological research, emphasize that archaeology 
is everywhere, highlight local resources, and encourage 
people to participate in archaeology locally.

Through IAD events such as lectures, fairs, and museum 
tours, people can connect with the past, hear about recent 
discoveries, understand that these discoveries are fragile 
and irreplaceable, and learn about preservation. But most 
of all, the program aims to share the thrill of discovery that 
inspires archaeologists to do what they do.

Interactive Digs
Interactive Digs make archaeological fi eldwork accessible to 
anyone with an Internet connection. Project directors share 
photos, videos, and articles as the fi eld season progresses, 
letting viewers see for themselves how archaeologists 
conduct their research. Viewers learn about excavation 
and laboratory techniques, understand how inferences are 
drawn from the uncovered clues, and see how the data are 
used to interpret the past. The fi rst Interactive Digs were 
featured on the ARCHAEOLOGY magazine website in 2000 as 
“Virtual Digs.” Since then, seventeen projects from around 
the world have been featured on the site that draws more 
than 300,000 visitors each year. Currently, there are four 
active projects:

The Achill Archaeological Field School is located in the 
village of Dooagh on Achill Island—the largest of the 
islands off the Irish coast and the most northwesterly point 
of Ireland. Staff and students are developing a detailed 
understanding of the archaeology and history of Achill 
Island.

Excavation updates are available in real-time at the Blackfriary site 
in Ireland, thanks to the Interactive Digs program.

OUTREACH & 
EDUCATION
The AIA Outreach and Education Program combines 
a passion for the past with a vision for the future. 
Through innovative, informative, and engaging 
outreach programs, the AIA informs the public 
about exciting archaeological discoveries, the latest 
developments in the fi eld, and the importance of 
preserving archaeological heritage.

Putting plates back together at the AIA-Ottawa Society 
Archaeological Fair on International Archaeology Day. 

Photo Courtesy of Chandra Giroux.

The Blackfriary Community Heritage and Archaeology 
Project, in the town of Trim, Co. Meath, Ireland, is conducting 
community-based research and training excavations of the 
remains of a 13th-century Dominican Friary and is bringing 
to light the friars and townspeople who lived, worked, and 
were buried at the Friary.

At Zominthos, Crete, archaeologists are excavating the 
only known mountaintop Minoan settlement. Located on 
a plateau on Mt. Ida, Zominthos lies on the ancient route 
between the famous palace at Knossos and the sacred 
Ideon Cave, where many legends says the god Zeus was 
born and raised.

On Johnson’s Island in Ohio, archaeologists are excavating 
barracks and associated buildings that once housed 
Confederate POWs.
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Third Heritage Educators’ Conference at AIA and SCS 
Annual Meeting in Toronto, Canada
The third AIA Educators’ Conference was held at the 2017 
AIA-SCS Joint Annual Meeting in Toronto. The conference 
built on the success of previous conferences in New Orleans 
and San Francisco and focused on the actions and activities 
that had occurred in the time between conferences. 

Participants worked on revising short and long term plans 
for the budding field of heritage education, shared resources, 
and participated in sessions including: Seeking Evidence in 
Alternatives Spaces: the Case Study of the Black Church in 
the Ward District of Toronto; Training the Trainers: “Sharing 
with Peers”; and Seeking to Contextualize First Nations 
Curricula through Archaeology.

AIA Collaborations
AIA attended the meetings of the Society for American 
Archaeology (SAA), European Association of Archaeologists, 
and the American Schools of Oriental Research. The AIA 
also joined SAA and the Society for Historical Archaeology 
to present the three organizations’ educational resources 
and materials at the National Council for the Social Studies 
Conference in Washington, DC. The conference is a way for 
the AIA to reach out to teachers, administrators, curriculum 
developers and professors interested in incorporating 
archaeology into their curricula.

Photo Contest
The AIA received 170 archaeology-themed photos taken in 
more than 29 different countries for its fifth annual Photo 
Contest. Several thousand votes were cast in one week 
in support of the various entries. Photos from the contest 
are featured in the AIA calendar “A Year of Archaeology.” 
Proceeds from calendar sales support the Site Preservation 
Program.

Students work on the excavations at the Cahal Pech 
Archaeological Reserve in San Ignacio, Cayo District, Belize.  
This is a Photo Contest entry courtesy of Antonio Beardall.
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The AIA Site Preservation Program safeguards the 
world’s archaeological heritage by providing grants for 
site preservation and conservation; promoting outreach 
and education; and identifying best practices. Since its 
inception, the Site Preservation Program has supported 29 
projects around the world. In 2017, the program continued 
its support of several projects while it restructured and 
revised its overall focus and aims.

Moroccan-American Project at Aghmat
Aghmat was once the capital of the southern districts of 
Morocco and the center of Berber control. The Moroccan-
American Project has been excavating four of the most 
important monuments at the site, but preservation of 
the brick and mortar monuments is threatened by water 
infiltration from heavy rainfall and occasional flooding and 
erosion. An AIA and Hilton Worldwide Site Preservation 
Grant is supporting a two-year program designed to repair 
and stabilize the structures. At the end of the two-year 
program, the site will officially open to the public. A portion 
of the funds will also be used to train interns and graduate 
students from the University of Marrakech.

Çatalhöyük Digital Preservation Project
The Neolothic site of Çatalhöyük is threatened by the fragile 
composition of its ancient mud brick structures and the 
region’s harsh climate. The Çatalhöyük Digital Preservation 
Project (CDPP) proposes to use the vast amount of 
digital survey data collected from the site to create a 
strategy for monitoring and conserving the archaeological 
remains. Using cutting-edge technologies, they will build 
a comprehensive view of the site in its current state and 
create an informed conservation plan for the future. The AIA 
and the CDPP believe that the methodology established at 
Çatalhöyük will establish a model for other large sites with 
similar concerns.

Tomb of Aidonia Preservation, Heritage, and 
Exploration Synergasia (TAPHOS)
The site of Aidonia includes several Late Bronze Age 
cemeteries dating from the 15th to 13th centuries B.C.E., 
many of which were looted in the 1970s. The TAPHOS 
project is designing and implementing a plan to physically 
secure the site, while increasing awareness about the 
material destruction and knowledge loss caused by looting. 
The grant will help fund a visitor’s center with exhibit and 
teaching spaces, the design of materials, staff training, 
and the establishment of proper pathways and signage 
throughout the site.

Project for the Preservation of the Pukara and 
Chullpas of Nama
The site at Nama contains the remains of a village with stone 
structures and associated adobe funerary towers typical of 
the Later Intermediate Period (950–1450 C.E.) in the South 
Central Andes. The grant is being used to create paths 
within the site, organize community workshops on threats 
to the site and to formulate strategies for addressing them, 
and to build a local heritage office and archive for materials 
related to Nama.

The Alliance for Heritage Conservation, Tahcabo, 
Mexico
The Alliance for Heritage Conservation received a grant for 
its conservation and education program at the remains of a 
17th century church in the village of Tahcabo in the northern 
Yucatan. Since receiving the grant in 2015, the project 
leaders have launched several large projects at Tahcabo, 
including the development of a heritage room, a space for 
children to creatively engage with the past by designing 
and performing their own puppet shows. Students at the 
secondary school worked together to write and perform 
two plays based on Tahcabo tales and traditions. The 
project has also formed a village heritage committee for 
locally supervised conservation. The committee held public 
receptions, surveyed town residents on the project’s goals 
and impact, and collected feedback.

SITE PRESERVATION

Dr. Ronald Messier of Middle Tennessee State University and  
Dr. Abdallah Fili of Chouaib Doukkali University analyze pottery 

remains at the Moroccan-American Project at Aghmat, Morocco. 
Their project received an AIA Site Preservation Grant in 2016. 

Photo Courtesy of Ronald Messier.
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